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     I frequently receive e-mails and phone calls from out-of-town folks asking how they can get access to SJCPL’s online genealogy and history databases. As
I’ve discussed in previous e-newsletters, SJCPL has several local databases and digitized books online that anyone can use for free from anywhere in the
world. These resources include our Obituary Index and digital 1875 atlas. To use them, go to our home page, www.libraryforlife.org/localhistory/, and click on
“Digital collections and databases.” The top section of databases is free to everyone everywhere.
     What most people are interested in, though, is securing access to the databases that SJCPL pays a fee for. The history and genealogy databases that
SJCPL leases include Ancestry, the Chicago Tribune, HeritageQuest, Indiana Newspapers (including the South Bend Tribune), New England Ancestors,
NewspaperARCHIVE, The New York Times, and Sanborn Maps. Anyone who comes into any branch of SJCPL can use any of these databases, of course,
and anyone who holds a valid SJCPL card can access some of them (all of the newspapers, plus HeritageQuest and Sanborn Maps) from home. This access
does not help people who are from out of state, though.
     Something that many people do not realize is that many libraries in the country, even smaller ones, subscribe to some of these databases. The Bremen
(Indiana) Public Library has a subscription to HeritageQuest, for instance, and any patron with a valid BPL library card can visit the site from home. So even if
you live in a community with a smaller library, check to see what databases they offer. Sometimes the databases can be hard to find on a library’s website, so
calling the library’s reference department is a good idea. You should check your local colleges’ database offerings as well, particularly public colleges. They
may offer HeritageQuest or Ancestry in recognition of their usefulness in history research, and they may also provide access to Sanborn Maps and various
newspapers online.
     Many libraries also have their own “home-grown” databases as well. For instance, the Elkhart (Indiana) Public Library provides its own online obituary index
to the Elkhart Truth. Anyone can use this database.
     What if your library doesn’t provide access to any of these useful collections? I am in the process of working out an arrangement that would let anyone in
the United States purchase an SJCPL library card. People with this card would have access to HeritageQuest, Sanborn Maps, all of our newspaper databases,
and many other departments’ helpful databases (which include databases for school homework, standardized test preparation, business and industry, science,
reference, and more). When this process is complete, I will notify patrons through the Local & Family History website and e-newsletter. Unfortunately, Ancestry
will never be accessible in this way; the company does not let libraries offer remote access to it. But don’t forget to check with a local library in case it is already
available in your area.
     Another tip: the version of Ancestry or HeritageQuest that your local library has is identical to the version that every other library has. So you don’t need to
worry that you are missing out on Indiana resources if you use your closest library’s databases. The only major local or family history database that differs from
region to region is Sanborn Maps. This company sells each state’s maps as a separate package so, typically, a public library will only purchase the maps from
its state.
     If you have any questions about local and family history databases, please feel free to e-mail me. I’d be happy to help you out.
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