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The Story of the South Bend

News-Times



St. Joseph County, Indiana, has a long and storied

tradition of newspaper publishing.

Over the years, one of the most popular publications

was the South Bend News-Times.

The oldest forerunner of the News-Times was a

newspaper called the St. Joseph County Forum, founded in

1853.

Over the years, that paper’s name changed to the

National Union, the South Bend Weekly Union, and then

the Daily Times or South Bend Daily Times.



     On the right is a copy of

the first issue of the Daily

Times, published on March

31, 1881.  For the next 32

years, the Daily Times would

be published without any

name change.

     In 1911, the Daily Times

merged with the South Bend

News, but initially both

papers were still published as

separate entities.



     On the right is a copy of the

first issue of the South Bend

News, published on March 14,

1908.

      The South Bend News

served as the morning paper for

the joint newspaper publishers,

while The Daily Times was the

afternoon edition.



     The two-paper publishing by the

publishers came to an end on June

2, 1913, when the two papers

merged into one and the first issue

of the new South Bend News-

Times was published.

     For the next 25 years, the

News-Times would serve our area.

     They had a high-spirited

competition with the South Bend

Tribune, as each would try to

outdo the other in local news

coverage.



     This photograph, taken around 1904,  shows the team of workers necessary to set the type for

each issue of the paper.  It also shows the excellent quality of the photos that appeared in the News-

Times; the high resolution of these printed images was one of the things that set the News-Times

apart from its competitor, the Tribune.



     The News-Times was extremely popular among both the Hungarian and

Polish communities in South Bend. This was remarkable considering both ethnic

groups also had newspapers that were published in their native tongues.

     During its run, the News-Times frequently devoted columns to the small

county communities outside of South Bend, as well as to the news of the various

racial and ethic groups in South Bend.

They were truly the melting pot of local news reporting.

This 1937 ad for the

News-Times appeared

in the South Bend city

directory.



     Although the News-Times  had weathered the

Great Depression and reached its highest

circulation rate in 1937, financial difficulties

still haunted the publication.

     Finally, editor and publisher Joseph M.

Stephenson decided to suspend publication of the

paper on December 27, 1938.

     After 85 years of operation, the newspaper

that gave starts to such nationally known writers

as Ring Lardner, J.P. McEvoy, Charles

Butterworth, Paul Mallon, Frank Walker,

Francis Wallace, and others had reached the end

of its run.

     On the right is the page one thank- you and

explanation of “30” used in the newspaper

industry.


